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This article is a result of study aiming at identifying several determinant factors that influence directly 
and indirectly of a poverty process and the 
onthology of socio
However, during the process of data collecting, it was found that there were several head of the families 
being marginalized even deprived. The researchers succeeded in recording their life portrait through 
community study based on ethnography, history and comparison. It revealed that 20 families who were 
born and raised in the area dwell on other people’s lan
Pondok Pesantren Gontor. Moreover, it was found that some families have worked as rotan worker for 
generations to fulfill their daily necessities.
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Background 
 

Indonesia as a nation and a country with rich natural resources 
is suddenly claimed to be an under developed country. 
According to the academician, practitioner, observer and 
activist, poverty is the main problem. Poverty is considered to 
be an integral part of unbalanced structure and culture. 
Moreover, some claim it to be a spiritual disproportion as the 
process of demoralization and moral inflation are started by the 
building actor. However, the dominant variable is still being 
questioned. The community in rural area is significantly 
influenced by its natural condition and education level.
 

Indonesia may have the rich natural resources, but the people 
seem to live in poverty. This occurs not only due to low human 
resource to manage the natural resource, but also due to 
cleptokracy and cleptomania behavior in the form of corruption. 
Peribadi (2015a; 2015b; 2017) argues that 
actor, especially the PRONANGKIS actor needs to be injected 
with ESQ power in order to do their job and role responsibly. 
Several efforts have been made to prevent and stop poverty. 
However, it still has not been dealt with maximally. The 
problem being is that the poor still lives in poverty and they are 
unable to be independent. In fact, the poverty level has 
increased phenomenally, although, quantitatively, the data 
seems quite controversial.  
 

Research Problem 
 

There are many social economic groupswhich grow and 
develop in South Konawe regency. Both local and outsider are 
trying to exploit the natural resource. However, in the amidst of 
social and economic chaos, there are two social and economic 
groups that are being marginalized and even suffered. They are 
the local people which trapped in poverty and in the cycle of 
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ABSTRACT 

This article is a result of study aiming at identifying several determinant factors that influence directly 
and indirectly of a poverty process and the implications towards poverty. The study focused on the 
onthology of socio-economic group which is accidently marginalized or marginalized themselves. 
However, during the process of data collecting, it was found that there were several head of the families 
being marginalized even deprived. The researchers succeeded in recording their life portrait through 
community study based on ethnography, history and comparison. It revealed that 20 families who were 
born and raised in the area dwell on other people’s land. They cultivate the land on the area owned by 
Pondok Pesantren Gontor. Moreover, it was found that some families have worked as rotan worker for 
generations to fulfill their daily necessities. 

Indonesia as a nation and a country with rich natural resources 
is suddenly claimed to be an under developed country. 

ording to the academician, practitioner, observer and 
activist, poverty is the main problem. Poverty is considered to 
be an integral part of unbalanced structure and culture. 
Moreover, some claim it to be a spiritual disproportion as the 

ization and moral inflation are started by the 
building actor. However, the dominant variable is still being 
questioned. The community in rural area is significantly 
influenced by its natural condition and education level. 

ral resources, but the people 
seem to live in poverty. This occurs not only due to low human 
resource to manage the natural resource, but also due to 
cleptokracy and cleptomania behavior in the form of corruption. 
Peribadi (2015a; 2015b; 2017) argues that the development 
actor, especially the PRONANGKIS actor needs to be injected 
with ESQ power in order to do their job and role responsibly. 
Several efforts have been made to prevent and stop poverty. 
However, it still has not been dealt with maximally. The 

roblem being is that the poor still lives in poverty and they are 
unable to be independent. In fact, the poverty level has 
increased phenomenally, although, quantitatively, the data 

There are many social economic groupswhich grow and 
develop in South Konawe regency. Both local and outsider are 
trying to exploit the natural resource. However, in the amidst of 
social and economic chaos, there are two social and economic 

being marginalized and even suffered. They are 
the local people which trapped in poverty and in the cycle of 

poverty. The reality in the field shows that some farmers are in 
disarray due to losing their land. It is viewed as the determinant 
factor of poverty. 
 

Theory Perspective 
 

According to Peribadi (2015a), there are two perspectives 
generally used to approach the impoverishment and poverty 
issue. They are cultural perspective and situational perspective. 
Cultural perspective approaches poverty in three level of 
analysis including individual, family and society. In individual 
level, poverty is marked by the characteristics known as a 
strong feeling of marginality such as apathetic, fatalistic, 
extravagant, depended and inferior. In family level, poverty is 
marked by the large family member and free union or 
consensual marriages. In society level, impoverishment occurs 
due to ineffective disintegration between the poor and the social 
institutions. The poor is considered an object to be given 
treatment rather than subject to be give
develop.  
 

According to Peribadi (2015b), the perspective on 
impoverishment and poverty in Indonesia is formed in two 
schools of thought; the expert and NGO and the bureaucrat. 
From the expert and NGO point of view, poverty is caused by 
the state intervention towards the community life. The poor is 
unable to solve their own problem. On the contrary, the official 
considers the poor to be affected by cultural factor and lack of 
work ethic, entrepreneurship skill and low education. However, 
these two perspectives are categorized as external category. 
There has been no effort in understanding the core factor of 
poverty from the poor’s point of view.
 

In terms of economy, poverty is defined as a condition where 
one lacks the necessity to improve 
society is considered poor economically when they are unable 
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community study based on ethnography, history and comparison. It revealed that 20 families who were 

d. They cultivate the land on the area owned by 
Pondok Pesantren Gontor. Moreover, it was found that some families have worked as rotan worker for 

poverty. The reality in the field shows that some farmers are in 
disarray due to losing their land. It is viewed as the determinant 

According to Peribadi (2015a), there are two perspectives 
generally used to approach the impoverishment and poverty 
issue. They are cultural perspective and situational perspective. 
Cultural perspective approaches poverty in three level of 

ng individual, family and society. In individual 
level, poverty is marked by the characteristics known as a 
strong feeling of marginality such as apathetic, fatalistic, 
extravagant, depended and inferior. In family level, poverty is 

ily member and free union or 
consensual marriages. In society level, impoverishment occurs 
due to ineffective disintegration between the poor and the social 
institutions. The poor is considered an object to be given 
treatment rather than subject to be given opportunity to 

According to Peribadi (2015b), the perspective on 
impoverishment and poverty in Indonesia is formed in two 
schools of thought; the expert and NGO and the bureaucrat. 
From the expert and NGO point of view, poverty is caused by 

e state intervention towards the community life. The poor is 
unable to solve their own problem. On the contrary, the official 
considers the poor to be affected by cultural factor and lack of 
work ethic, entrepreneurship skill and low education. However, 

ese two perspectives are categorized as external category. 
There has been no effort in understanding the core factor of 
poverty from the poor’s point of view. 

In terms of economy, poverty is defined as a condition where 
one lacks the necessity to improve one’s life quality. The 
society is considered poor economically when they are unable 

International Journal of 

Current Innovation 

Research  

DOI: 10.24327/IJCIR 

article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, 



International Journal of Current Innovation Research Vol. 4, Issue, 6(A), pp. 1232-1236, June, 2018 

 

 1233 

to fulfill their daily necessity. Poverty is also caused by low 
education. People with better education qualification are given 
the opportunity to find better jobs with higher salary. 
 

Some discursive theories on poverty have been introduced; 
however, three theories are considered stronger to be used as 
the fundamental analysis and viewed to create a new social 
theory. Firstly, a theory by Foucault (2002) as the basic of 
postcolonial theory development, the productive power to 
employment, Gay theory, theory post development and theory 
modernity critics. Secondly, a theory by Laclau and Moffe 
(2008) as the basic analysis of nowadays hegemony, post-
marxis, Marxian constructivist in anthropology and psychology. 
The third is a theory by Habernas (1996) which was developed 
into deliberative democratic theory and analysis on social 
conflict.  
 

Overall, the discursive theories discussed do not consider social 
reality as social fact but as a metaphor or meaning suitable in 
the eyes of the agency (Agusta, 2014). Some other perspectives 
are usually used to question poverty. First, according to cycle 
theory, poverty is viewed as a square knot of tangled thread. 
For instance, poverty caused by the low work productivity will 
lead to low per capita income. The low per capita income will 
then lead to lack of consumption expense in which leads to poor 
health quality. This can be prevented by cutting one of the 
angles (Malassis as cited in Bahrum, 1995). 
 

Second, according to theory of residence location and poverty 
cycle introduced by Johari, there is a positive correlation 
between one’s social economic status with one’s residence 
location. It means one’s income is significantly correlated with 
one’s residence. If the poor in the city dwells in the dirty and 
illegal settlement, they live in both physical and social isolation 
(Johari as cited in Bahrum, 1995) 
 

Chambers (1983) had conducted a study to poverty group in 
several countries in South and Southeast of Asia and Africa. He 
concluded that the problem of poverty lied in the term 
deprivation trap. He argued that deprivation trap consists of five 
elements (1), the poverty itself, (2) physical weakness, (3) 
alienation,(4) susceptibility, (5) powerlessness. Chambers 
emphasized on the effort to focus on two disadvantages i.e. 
susceptibility and powerlessness. These two are the main agents 
of poverty.  
 

First, susceptibility is viewed from the inability of poor families 
in providing something when facing a critical situation such as 
disaster and diseases. Therefore, susceptibility can result in 
poverty rackets or poverty cycle motor where the poor families 
are forced to let go their valuable material. This then will lead 
to poverty.  
 

Some cases on susceptibility experienced by poor farmer are 
caused by the government policy. Due to lack of power in 
dealing with economy monopoly created by the government in 
clove marketing, the farmers must sell their clove field. 
Similarly, small trader in the market categorized as poor in 
facing poverty rackets are eviction, retribution and markets 
hoodlums.  
 

In addition, according to Guner (as cited in Abuzar, 2013), 
poverty in Islam perspective is different with conventional 
perspective. In Islam, there are two poverty concepts. They are 
material poverty and spiritual poverty. In Al-Qur’an, there are 
fourteen ayahs discussing poverty, two among them talks about 

spiritual poverty. There are twelve ayahs talks about material 
poverty.  
 

Therefore, the development strategy must be set forth. 
According to Friedman (1992), the emphasis is on the 
empowerment of household along with the family members. 
The orientation is on social power, political power/bargaining 
position, and psychological power. In terms of social power, the 
people have vast access to information, knowledge, and skill 
source, participate in social organization and financial source. 
Political power context refers to strategic decision making 
especially decision making regarding the people’s future and 
group marginalization. It indicates that the people have the right 
to free vote, right to speak and act collectively and the ability to 
change their condition and structural position. 
 

Finally, Peribadi (2017) states that the actor and actress of 
development, especially PRONANGKIS actor really need ESQ 
power in doing their job. Prophetic leadership based on ESQ 
power has the theoretical foundation. The grand theory by 
Weber in Europe, Khaldun in Saudi Arabia, Bellah and 
Tominiaga in Japan and Geerzt in Java, as well as social 
construction theory b Berger. However, the presence is needed 
by the contemporary community as Piliang (1998) argues that 
“libido culture” promoted by the post structualist and 
postmodernist such as Foucault, Lyotard, Derrida, and Kriteva 
who oriented in the freedom of libido and moral deconstruction. 
Now, there has been a turning point from the previous 
condition. This starts from the abnormal to the normal 
condition, from the vulgarity to the vitality, form the immoral 
to the revitalized moral, from the de-spiritualisation to 
respiritualisation culture. Now, more and more people turn to 
the wisdom of the past, to the supernatural power, to irrational 
decision to nihilism value, atheist even to the euphoria of sacred 
stone ring recently. 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 

Research approach 
 

This study is an explorative study in search of all factors 
affiliated with the marginalized groups which belong to poor 
community. The study had been conducted in several areas in 
South Konawe Regency through mixing method. Using 
qualitative approach, community study and case study were 
conducted. The level of poverty is analyzed quantitatively from 
the RASKIN (the poor rice) target. Systematically, it can be 
seen in the following scheme. 
 

 
Scheme 1 Strategic data gathering steps in the field. 

 

Data collection 
 

In collecting the data, some of the following instruments are 
used. 
 

1. Documentation is study the information contained in 
several documents in relation to social economic local 
community. 

2. Direct observation is observing directly the activities of 
social and economic community in doing and preserving 
their social daily activities. 
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3. Interview is conducting a free and in-depth interview to 
the key informant chosen using snowballing. The 
interview is conducted to gather deep information on the 
poverty problems and the effort of life empowerment of 
local social economic community. 

 

Data analysis 
 

All the data gathered then were analyzed using qualitative 
description through critical analysis from community study and 
case study. 
 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

The findings showed that impoverishment and poverty spread 
between the structural, cultural and spiritual disparity. In the 
structural context focused on the dysfunctional of Regional 
Poverty Alleviation Coordination Team (TKPKD), 
dysfunctional of Koperasi Unit Desa (KUD) and misconception 
of SPKD. The problem affects the poverty counter measures 
program (PRONANGKIS) that works as an integral and 
interdependent program. In the cultural context, it is apparent 
that the difference in work ethic between social and economic 
group such as fisherman, farmers, field farmer, rotan farmer 
and labor ward. Moreover, the main problem of cultural factor 
is when the process of regulation degradation and social 
institution in the village. In the spiritual context, it seems there 
are in all components of society as sense of responsibility in 
living their social life. It starts from the elite social class who is 
given the responsibility , to the lower social class who dwell 
with ups and downs of social and economic life. In relation 
with spiritual context, the higher social class who is given the 
role and job tends to avoid their responsibility. However, lower 
class seems to be in trust basics of fatalis jabarianism.  
 

In terms of physical, social economic fisherman group which 
categorized as poor is caused by the use of simple fishing 
equipment. Meanwhile, social economic farmer group is 
affected by the work ethic, tools, plant disease and marketing. 
For the social economic stone breaker women group, it seems 
they lack the ability to produce the stone in a day. For the social 
economic rotan worker group, they were affected by natural 
resource which is difficult to find and deep within the forest. 
Besides, the rotan collected only worths 1000/kilo.  
 

For the red brick worker who deals with the clay more or less 
600 wards in Ranomeeto District. The owner of the ward seems 
to be success but the worker suffered. Moreover, the structural 
disparity also occurs in the types of assistance where the ones 
who get them are the ones who do not need them.  
 

In the cycle perspective, the emergence of social groups that 
were marginalized like the rotan worker and stone breaker 
experience poverty because it is caused by its low productivity 
that implicates on their low income. This is one of the rising 
susceptibility towards various problems that occur, the level of 
their low productivity and it should be anticipated as quickly as 
possible.  
 

In theory of location, the presence of farmer that disoriented as 
local people who was born and raised in the area however do 
not own any land area. Therefore, they dwell in the area 
belonging to Islamic boarding school of Gontor at Mowila 
District. In the context of location theory, the residence area, 
therefore their poverty because there is a positive correlation 
between social and economic status with residential area. 
 

More comprehensively, it seems that Chambers view is more 
relevant and more actual with the condition of the poor in social 
economic groups in South Konawe. The presence of social 
economic group especially for the farmer gurem and rotan 
collector always experience deprivation trap and in turn poverty 
rackets. For Chambers, the susceptibility and powerlessness 
factors are phenomenal portrait that attacks the social and 
economic group. It is believed that susceptibility fundamentally 
is poverty rackets that causes many vital elements like land, 
farm, location, field, and fish pond sold by force.  
 

Disoriented farmer 
 

The presence of a group of farmers that disoriented along with 
several causes of poverty lead to confusion. On one hand, when 
we see a group of farmers as local people who cultivate the land 
owned by other people, they must be disoriented. This occurs 
because the local people do not own any land and are forced to 
live on other’s land. On the other hand, we are also confused by 
the cause of poverty. If being poor was a choice, then a group 
of people became poor as a choice. However, it is not only 
confusing but also causing long discussion due to the fact that 
no one chooses to be poor. If there are some among others, it 
can be said that they are abnormal.  
 

 
 

Picture 1 Local farmers that dwellon the land owned by Islamic boarding 
school of Gontor Darusalam at Mowila District 

 

With regards to the cause of poverty, by choice or not, it 
requires long and interesting debate for those who are interested 
in discussing life. However, right or wrong, it is an abstract idea 
that can be treated as rational or irrational. Moreover, in 
relation to the presence of a group of farmer that live and 
survive on the land owned by others is more confusing than the 
discussion of the cause of poverty whether by choice or not. A 
case in Mowila village, Mowila disctrict, South Konawe 
Regency revealed that there were 20 local families who reside 
on the land owned by Islamic boarding school of Gontor from 
the beginning. After conducting some investigation, the 
researcher found that the families were local people who were 
born and raised in the area. This results in even more confusion 
as to why some local people dwell on that land. If they were not 
local but from outside, it would then be accepted. 
 

It leads to a more confusing matter as to why the native become 
the land borrower. According to the data gathered by the 
researcher team, the presence of the group is to borrow the land 
to be cultivated. At the beginning, the local people owned large 
area of land. However, they were forced to sell their land to 
fulfill the daily necessity, education fee and health service for 
their family. This becomes worse when the outsiders from 
South Sulawesi came and started cultivating the land.  
 

The Bugis Makassar people with their skill both in land and sea 
along with good work ethic worked on the land and showed 
promising result. As a result, they monopolized both the area 
and the social economic life. The Bugis people is viewed as a 
group of people who hunger for land. They try hard to fulfill 
their needs. They work tirelessly and organize everything until 
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it leads to their success as Hajji and Hajja. In this context, 
Irham Kalenggo argues: 
 

‘almost every time I told them and I got tired of telling them to 
not sell their land because it is vital for the next generation. 
However, they still sell their land and come to the area owned 
by Islamic boarding school of Gontor. Fortunately, the Islamic 
boarding school of Gontor allows them to reside there. 
However, sooner or later they will be chased out (an interview 
on 26 October 2017). 
 

Finally, this tragic story gives us a picture that poverty is the 
way of thinking and attitude that tends to be emotional. They 
led to short term plan for a long term life. It can be interpreted 
that one of the causes of poverty is stupidity. Stupidity resulted 
in losing the land ownership. Therefore, the local government 
in South Konawe must assist the people in the village when 
dealing with land ownership 
 

Rotan worker as profesion from generation to generation 
 

Searching for rotan in the jungle is considered a hard job and 
requires much energy. This activity has been done from 
generation to generation. Moreover, the income from selling the 
rotan has been low. It appears that working as rotan searcher 
and collector is a profession for local people in Mowila village 
and surroundings. This job was not so hard  the first time due to 
rotan as the natural resource. However, nowadays, the workers 
have to go deep into the forest to find rotan. 
 

Fundamentally, there are many professions that can be done by 
the local people, but collecting rotan has been the most picked 
by the people in Southeast Sulawesi Province. Although the 
people have various jobs, collecting rotan has still been done to 
add the family income. In fact, rotan has been the main job for 
most people living in the village in Southeast Sulawesi 
Province. 
 

Ironically, rotan as the natural resource has been reduced in 
terms of quantity and quality as the material for making chairs. 
The price of rotan sold directly is low. The price of rotan is 
actually high according to the data. If the information is valid, 
then the rotan buyer has been monopolized the price. Thus, the 
rotan buyer is causing the suffering of the rotan colletor. 
 

However, the profession as rotan collector has been done for 
generations to fulfill the daily necessity. According to the rotan 
worker in an interview, they said; 
 

“As long as we can eat every day, we don’t dream of earning 
more from collecting rotan. And we are aware of the 
possibility. So, we work for our wives and children. Our 
children cannot go to school because we cannot afford it. We 
really wish they could go to school” (an interview with one of 
the rotan worker in Mowila district) 
 

The interview revealed that the people have been suffered. 
Their suffering makes us want to help. However, our objective 
is to analyze the presence of the rotan worker and their 
problems. Hopefully, the findings of this study can be valuable 
data for the readers especially the local government at South 
Konawe Regency. 
 

Fundamentally, these social economic groups include nomad 
farmer and stone breaker women that have been marginalized. 
They should be given attention and empowered through 
programs such as PRONANGKIS. It cannot be avoided that 
rotan collector, nomad farmer, brick worker and stone breaker 

women are social economic groups that have been marginalized 
in our village. 
 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
 

The findings of this study revealed that there are several 
determinant factors causing the poverty in Indonesia. Indonesia 
has been announced as the underdeveloped nation.  
 

First, poverty comes from one’s way of thinking that based on 
the concept and perception toward one’s surrounding, 
community life pattern, about one self and one’s future. If an 
individual and a group of people understand, comprehend and 
live their lives as destined, therefore, being poor is viewed as a 
destiny. However, if one suffers a hardship and thrives, he/she 
is challenged his/her own destiny. It reveals that this concept 
and perception are the cause of poverty. This principle is known 
as jabariyahnism in Islam.  
 

Second, when TKPKD under Perpres No. 15 2010 
anPermendagri No. 42 2010 as the leader that cannot lead his 
people, it becomes the main cause of poverty. TKPKD is led by 
a vice governor or vice mayor cannot coordinate SKPD 
especially for Dinas and Institution relating with 
PRONANGKIS. As a result, PRONANGKIS do not run 
integrally and interdependently. Each institution shows its ego 
towards the effort to solve poverty.  
 

Third, one of the causes of poverty is the inability to fulfill 
daily necessity. This is due to temporary employment and 
working as farmers or unsuccessful trading. If KUD is able to 
support these people, they will be able to manage their 
business. In South Konawe Regency, there are 300 KUDs. 
However, according to a mid wife working in Dinas Koperasi 
dan UKM, only 20% function well. 
 

Fourth, the lives of people in the past have been done in 
togetherness or collective representative as Durkheim proposed 
and pattern of culture as Brown suggested. The values of 
happiness is dominantly felt by the people. Although both  
economically and physically, they do not own any valuable 
material. They still feel happy and not poor. However, when the 
social level degrades as the effect of modernization both 
national and local, the people start to suffer. Therefore, 
disfunctionalisation and social element in the village are the 
main causes of poverty. Thus, re-functionalize of the social life 
is in order. 
 

Fifth, when we talk about poverty in the village, it can be linked 
with the presence of farmer who cultivate the land in the area. 
This has been done from the beginning and for generations. 
Ironically, the people start to leave the farm life and led to 
degeneration of farmer. Their leaving the farm life and work as 
industrial worker can be a success. But, this transfer has been 
sharpened the poverty level in the village. 
 

There are three important things that the researchers would like 
to recommend to the South Konawe Regency government in the 
effort to solve poverty. 
 

First, the findings of this study can be used as reference for 
designing village development program especially, in solving 
poverty. Moreover, this study result can be valuable data in 
MUSREMBANG in village level, district level and regency 
level. 
 

Second, it is advised to start forming social regulation and 
institution in the village to be organized representatively and 
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democratically. Thus, there will be agent of change and 
professional in solving problems. 
 

Third, it is expected that the South Konawe Regency 
Government revitalize the Kopereasi Unit Desa (KUD) and 
builds some KUD in several area with no KUD. It seems KUD 
is expected to be able to assist the people in terms of farm 
products purchase. Moreover, KUD can assist in terms of 
funding for the fertilizer supply and farming tools needed by 
the local group. 
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