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INTRODUCTION 
 

Tourism development is of a great importance due to the 
significant role that it plays in the economy of most countries of 
the world by attracting capitals and providing them with jobs 
directly or indirectly. According to the statistics of the World’s 
Tourism Organization for 2014, the volume of international 
tourism reached 1,138 billion tourists, and achieved a high 
growth rate of 4,7%, and is expected to reach 1.6 billion tourists 
in 2020, and contributed to tourism by 9% Of GDP, and 
provided 260 million jobs globally, accounting for 11,1% of all 
world jobs (W.T.O, 2014: 8). 
 

Being an important sector at various levels, tourism’s attention 
has grown in this century. Decision makers hope that tourism 
will play a bigger role in the future by attracting and 
encouraging tourism investments and exploiting natural sites 
that have different touristic characteristics. 
 

Algeria is one of the Arab Maghreb countries, due to its 
geographical situation and its wide area (2.381.741 km
important touristic destination because of its many natural and 
urban ingredients which is supposed to rank among the first 
touristic countries worldwide yet, it fails at bringing out the 
diversity of the country’s richness of tourism and poorn
investments. 
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ABSTRACT 

Tourism development is one of the most fundamental aspects of the overall economic and social 
development, and that all countries adopt and then as the tourism
national income and providing jobs and bringing in hard currency, thought Algeria has natural tourist 
ingredients, multi-cultural heritage and urban rich, However, the tourism economic sector has not 
achieved the desired objectives and the development of tourism has been out late, which prompted 
Algeria multi-cultural heritage and urban rich, However, the tourism economic sector has not achieved 
the desired objectives and the development of tourism has been out late, w
develop a plan for the development of the tourism sector through the Master Plan for Tourism 
Development (2025) to promote the tourism image of Algeria and strengthen its position in the global 
market. This study aims to clarify the tourism ingredients in the wilaya of Guelma in the geographical 
dimensions and its role in achieving the development of tourism, through the diagnosis of the reality of 
tourism and inventory problems experienced by this sector, in
recommendations that are in line and future challenges within the development strategy set by the
aims to clarify the tourism ingredients in the wilaya of Guelma in the geographical dimensions and its 
role in achieving the development of tourism, through the diagnosis of the reality of tourism and 
inventory problems experienced by this sector, in order to visualize some of the recommendations that 
are in line and future challenges within the development strategy set by 
of this sector. 
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PROBLEMATIC  
 

Guelma is one of the wilayas of eastern Algeria, which is rich in 
tourism ingredients, such as mountains, valleys and mineral 
springs, as well as cultural and historical elements, and climate, 
which can make it a tourist attraction combining many tourist 
activities.  
 

Due to these Ingredients, Guelma has been included in the 
North-East Tourism Excellence Pole, which covers the five 
wilayas (Annaba, Guelma, Souk
which are included in the ‘’T
Horizons’’ (Ministry of Tourism and Handicraft, 2007: 13).
 

Faced with this importance given to it by the central authorities 
and the tourism Ingredients that abound in it, it can be a model 
wilaya for tourism development 
reflection on the local community as the first wilaya polarized 
for medical tourism in Algeria
 

Therefore, the study seeks to answer the following questions
 - What are the tourism i

Guelma? 
 - What are the motives and characteristics of the tourism 

movement in the wilaya? 
 - What are the problems facing tourism development in the 

wilaya? 
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 - How to plan tourism development strategy in the wilaya 
of Guelma? 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

This study aims at the following: 
 - To highlight the tourism ingredients as touristic attractions in 

the wilaya of Guelma being one of the most important wilayas 
of Eastern Algeria, that is rich with tourism ingredients. 
-To explain the characteristics of the tourism’s movement in the 
wilaya of Guelma according to tourist destinations. 
 - To Identify the problems experienced by the tourism sector. 
 - To highlight some recommendations that will develop the 

tourism movement, according to the tourism ingredients 
available to be a future challenge for tourism development in the 
wilaya of Guelma. 
  

METHODOLOGY  
 

The study is based on the objective approach that focuses on the 
study of tourism, the regional approach that deals with the 
wilaya of Guelma as an administrative region, in addition to the 
descriptive analytical approach, which is interested in the 
definition of the various tourism ingredients in  the wilaya of 
Guelma, as well as to the quantitative approach that helps in the 
analysis and processing of statistical data related to tourism 
traffic and seasonality, adding to that the spatial analysis 
systems to clarify the spatial structure of the wilaya and its role 
in guiding the tourism development strategy. 
 

The study relied on theoretical sources represented in books, 
articles, scientific references and documents directly related to 
the subject of the research ,in addition to the data of the 
Directorate of Tourism and Traditional Industries of the wilaya 
of Guelma, and the fieldwork data obtained through a 
questionnaire distributed to 400 tourists to evaluate the 
movement of tourism in different aspects of the wilaya. 
 

The study covers the regional area of the wilaya of Guelma, and 
a random sample was chosen for the tourists surveyed, so the 
search tool is the field survey of all the data from the sources. 

 

THE NATURAL GEOGRAPHICAL INGREDIENTS 
OF TOURISM IN THE WILAYA OF GUELMA 
 

The tourism industry is influenced by the surrounding natural 
environment, which plays an important role in the distribution 
of the sites and places of tourist areas on the one hand, and the 
patterns and axes of the flow of tourists on the other (Zoukah, 
2002: 20). 
 

The most important natural tourism ingredients in the wilaya of 
Guelma are the following: 
 

The significant location of Guelma 
The study of the location of the tourist area for natural 
phenomena, and the extent of the association of this region to 
the regions and other major cities through the lines of transport 
and communication is very important because of its clear impact 
on the tourism ingredients of the region. If the area is easily 
accessed to, providing rich connectivity and frequency, and the 
location of the tourist area is close to the sources of influx of 
tourists and leisure seekers, so that it can be reached quickly and 
at low costs, then, it would attract more tourists.  
 

The wilaya of Guelma is situated in the north-east of Algeria 
(Fig. 01). It is bordered to the north by Annaba, to the northeast 
by El Tarf, to the east by Souk Ahras, to the south by Oum El 
Bouaghi, to the west by Constantine and Skikda from the 

northwest. Guelma is a meeting point between the northern 
region where the industrial poles ‘’Annaba and Skikda’’ are and 
the southern region, which includes exchange centers "Oum El 
Bouaghi and Tebessa" (URBACO, 2012: 29). 
 

The wilaya of Guelma is about 537 kilometers away from 
Algiers and is close to the major cities (Constantine and 
Annaba). It has many national roads (numbers 20, 21 and 80), 
which gives it an important economic and strategic position in 
the eastern Algeria. This geographical situation has earned it 
many interesting tourist ingredients, worthwhile, care and 
development, especially if we know that it attracts many tourists 
to enjoy its nature and its heritage, which extends back to the 
Roman era as well as its mineral baths that spread across the 
wilaya. 
 

The wilaya of Guelma is situated between 7 ° and 8 ° east 
latitude and between 36 ° and 37° North latitude, which is 
subject to the Mediterranean climate and has the highest 
brightness of the sun throughout the year ,the situation has also 
contributed to the habitat of many wild animals and migratory 
birds, making it a fertile area for fishing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The wilaya of Guelma was established following the 
administrative division of 1984, covering an area of 3.686,84 
km2, which includes 34 municipalities (Fig. 02). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Administrative situation of the wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: O.N.S, Découpage administratif en Algérie, 1984  

Figure 2 Administrative division of the wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: O.N.S, Découpage administratif en Algérie, 1984  
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Climate in the Wilaya of Guelma 
 

The climate is the most natural element affecting tourism 
development, it is an essential element of tourist attractions, and 
is of the utmost importance in determining the length of the 
tourist season ‘’Seasonality’’ in the tourist areas, climate also 
plays an important role in the settlement of tourist resorts in 
specific locations, and sometimes even in specific places 
(Zoukah, 2002: 143). 
 

The wilaya of Guelma is dominated by the climate of the 
Mediterranean Sea characterized by cold, rainy winter and hot 
and dry summer, and given the specificity of the wilaya which 
is in the form of a closed topographic basin has been added to 
the Mediterranean climate with a hot summer and a gentle 
winter and rainy due to high humidity. 
 

The statistics indicate that the annual precipitation amount is 
estimated at 628 mm / year distributed on 102,3 days ; this 
distribution is unbalanced, as the amount of rainfall gradually 
increases from September (44 mm / year) until the month of 
February, and then begins to decline gradually to reach 2,2 mm / 
year in the month of July. 
 

The wilaya of Guelma is characterized by two strands (Fig. 3), 
one wet with a large fall (800-900 mm / year), and the other dry. 
The temperature drops in the winter to 4 ° C, and rises in the 
summer to 35,4 ° C, with an annual rate of 17,30 ° C (Fig. 4). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Winds of the Northwest wind are blowing in the wilaya almost 
every year, and in the summer the wilaya is subject to sirocco 
winds, which are hot seasonal winds. 
 

Relief  
Many researchers, agree that the natural features of the earth's 
surface are the most important tourism attractions of the world, 
the connection of the natural manifestations of the surface of the 
earth with tourism and entertainment, as a result of the 
enjoyment of many aspects of the surface beauty of the 
landscape colors and various forms, Water, natural vegetation 
and wildlife, and most sports, entertainment and entertainment 
are connected to the earth's surface (Mitchell, Murphy, 1991: 
59). 
 

The relief is the most important natural tourism ingredients, and 
it becomes more important when it comes to the topography of 
the wilaya of Guelma, which is characterized by its beautiful 
and diverse views during the different seasons of the year. 
 

The mountains cover 37,82% of the total area of the wilaya, 
meaning that more than one third of the area of the wilaya of 
Guelma is represented by mountains, the most important of 
these mountains are: mount Maouna (1.411 m) located in the 
municipality of Ben Djerrah (Photo: 1), mount El-Hawara 
(1.292 m) in the municipality of  Ain Ben Beida, mount  El-

Taya (1.208 m) in the municipality of Bouhamdan and mount 
Debbagh (1.060 m) in the municipality of Hammam Debbagh, 
and what is noticed about these mountains is the high altitude, 
which makes the peaks in the winter covered with snow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The plains and plateaus represent 27, 22% of the area of the 
wilaya. These plains are characterized by its narrowness, except 
for the southwestern part, where is the Tamlouka Plain and the 
Oued Zenati Plain, while the hills and the feet of the mountains 
account for 26,29% of the wilaya's area (Abda, 2004: 17), this 
has led to the presence of glacis as unique morphological forms 
that give a distinctive character to the wilaya of Guelma, while 
the percentage of the other areas (08,61%), especially the river 
terraces, whose height is between 184 and 213 m (Fig. 05). 
 

According to this topographic profile of the wilaya of Guelma, 
it has been possible to distinguish 40 different groups: the 
Guelma Basin, the valley Guelma-Bouchegouf, the Oued Zenati 
plain and the Tamlouka plain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valleys 
The presence of valleys in any geographic region is a positive 
element in many aspects, especially in terms of tourism, where 
many activities can be practiced (swimming, hunting ...etc). In 
this context, the area of wilaya of Guelma is cut by many 
important valleys (Fig. 6), including: 
 

- Valley of ‘’Sibous’’, which is one of the most important 
valleys of Algeria, which is originated from the confluence of 
valley of Bouhamdan and valley of El-Charef in the 
municipality of Madjaz Ammar (Photo: 2), and penetrates the 
valley of Sibous in the wilaya of Guelma for a length of 45 km 
to continue its route north to Annaba to the Mediterranean Sea. 
Which is up to 408 million m3 / year at the ‘’Boudroua’’ station 
in the municipality of Ain Ben Beida. 

Figure 3 Monthly distribution  
of precipitation quantities 

Figure 4 Quarterly distribution  
of temperature rates 

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire de la wilaya  
de Guelma, T. 1, 2012, P.21  

 

Photo 1 Mount ‘’Maouna’’ in the Wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: Author, 2017  

 

Figure 5 Relief distribution in the wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: I.N.S, Carte topographique 1/100.000   
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- Valley of ‘’Bouhamdan’’, which takes its source from the 
municipality of Bouhamdan in the western part of the wilaya, 
and which is up to 96 million m 3 / year at the ‘’
Ammar’’station. 
 

- Valley of El-Charef, which flows from the southern part of the 
wilaya, heading north to unite with valley of ‘’Bouhamdan’’to 
form valley of ‘’Sibous’’, which is up to 107 million m3 / year 
at the ‘’Madjaz Ammar’’station. 
 

-Valley of el-Malleh, which source is from the south
estimated at 151 million m3 / year at the ‘’Bo

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forests  
 

The adequacy of the climate and the nature of the prevailing 
in the wilaya of Guelma led to the existence of a dense and 
diverse forest cover in the wilaya, which will activate the 
tourism movement, Statistics show that nearly one
wilaya's area (116.864,95 hectares) is covered by forests, but in 
some areas it is experiencing regression due to several factors 
(fires, overgrazing ...etc), thus, we distinguish between forests 
and marshlands, where the forests cover 70.384,4 hectares, or 
60% of the forest area, and forests occupy an area of 32.588,55 
hectares, or 28% of the forest area, 12% represents empty areas 
in forests or bush (Fig. 7). 
The most important of these forests are the ‘’Roknia’’ (7.237,9 
hectares) and the ‘’Bouchegouf’’ (6956 hectares), the 
municipality of Bouchegouf is the most importan
with a forest covering an area of 6.104 hectares.

Photo 2 Valley of ‘’Sibous’’ the Wilaya of Guelma
 

Source: Author, 2017 

Figure 6 Water network in the wilaya of Guelma
 

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire 
de la wilaya de Guelma, T. 1, 2012, P.19   
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‘’Bouhamdan’’, which takes its source from the 
municipality of Bouhamdan in the western part of the wilaya, 

96 million m 3 / year at the ‘’Madjaz 

Charef, which flows from the southern part of the 
heading north to unite with valley of ‘’Bouhamdan’’to 

form valley of ‘’Sibous’’, which is up to 107 million m3 / year 

Malleh, which source is from the south-east, 
estimated at 151 million m3 / year at the ‘’Bouchegouf’’ station. 

The adequacy of the climate and the nature of the prevailing soil 
in the wilaya of Guelma led to the existence of a dense and 
diverse forest cover in the wilaya, which will activate the 

Statistics show that nearly one-third of the 
wilaya's area (116.864,95 hectares) is covered by forests, but in 

me areas it is experiencing regression due to several factors 
(fires, overgrazing ...etc), thus, we distinguish between forests 
and marshlands, where the forests cover 70.384,4 hectares, or 
60% of the forest area, and forests occupy an area of 32.588,55 

ctares, or 28% of the forest area, 12% represents empty areas 

The most important of these forests are the ‘’Roknia’’ (7.237,9 
hectares) and the ‘’Bouchegouf’’ (6956 hectares), the 
municipality of Bouchegouf is the most important municipality 
with a forest covering an area of 6.104 hectares. 

Forests and brushes in the wilaya of Guelma are many of the 
most important plant species. The most important of these are: 
the oak, the calipatus, the Aleppo pine and the sea pine
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water dams 
 

The dams along with the valleys contribute to the revitalization 
of the tourism movement in the wilaya of Guelma, especially 
with the existence of three important ones in the wilaya
- ‘’Bouhamdan’’ dam is located in the Municipality of 
Bouhamdan, with a capacity of 185 million m
dedicated to drinking and watering in the mu
Hammam Debbagh and Roknia
- ‘’Medjaz El-Bagra’’ dam with a capacity of 2.86 million m
directed to watering. 
- ‘’Hadjar Gafta’’stone dam for watering, which is a capacity of 
0,44 million m3. 
In addition to many water barriers in the wilay
 

Mineral water springs 
 

Many of the hot mineral springs with important physical and 
chemical properties are located in the wilaya of Guelma, which 
are likely to be mineral baths that attract many tourists seeking 
medical tourism, but the majority of 
exploited (Table 1). 
 

Table 1 Distribution of Mineral Water Sources in the wilaya 
of Guelma across Municipalities

Source N° 
Chelala 01 
Asassla 02 
El-Nabeil 03 
Guerfa 04 
Benhachani 05 
Bentaher 06 
El-Mina 07 
Ouled Ali 08 
Roumia 09 

Source: Directorate of Tourism and Traditional Industries of the wilaya of 
Guelma, 2015

The most important characteristic of these 
that they are located within a natural environment and beautiful 
views of the mountains, forests, tranquility and fresh air
of these mineral sources have been exploited in the 
and baths for therapeutic tourism, the most i
are: Bath ‘’El-Maskhoutin’’, bath ‘’Ouled Ali’’ and bath 
‘’Bouchahrin’’... 

the Wilaya of Guelma 

Water network in the wilaya of Guelma 

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire  
de la wilaya de Guelma, T. 1, 2012, P.19    

Figure 7 Distribution of forests in the wilaya of Guelma

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire 
de la wilaya de Guelma, T. 2, 2012, P.41 

1201, May, 2018 

in the wilaya of Guelma are many of the 
most important plant species. The most important of these are: 
the oak, the calipatus, the Aleppo pine and the sea pine. 

The dams along with the valleys contribute to the revitalization 
movement in the wilaya of Guelma, especially 

with the existence of three important ones in the wilaya: 
‘’Bouhamdan’’ dam is located in the Municipality of 

Bouhamdan, with a capacity of 185 million m3, which is 
dedicated to drinking and watering in the municipalities of 
Hammam Debbagh and Roknia. 

Bagra’’ dam with a capacity of 2.86 million m3, 

‘’Hadjar Gafta’’stone dam for watering, which is a capacity of 

In addition to many water barriers in the wilaya. 

Many of the hot mineral springs with important physical and 
chemical properties are located in the wilaya of Guelma, which 
are likely to be mineral baths that attract many tourists seeking 
medical tourism, but the majority of these sources are not 

Distribution of Mineral Water Sources in the wilaya  
of Guelma across Municipalities 

Municipality 
Hammam debbagh 
El-Nabeil 
El-Nabeil 
Ain –El- Arbi 
Ain –El- Arbi 
El-Nabeil 
El-Nabeil 
Heliopolis 
El-Nabeil 

Source: Directorate of Tourism and Traditional Industries of the wilaya of 
Guelma, 2015 

 

The most important characteristic of these mineral sources is 
that they are located within a natural environment and beautiful 
views of the mountains, forests, tranquility and fresh air, some 
of these mineral sources have been exploited in the compounds 
and baths for therapeutic tourism, the most important of which 

Maskhoutin’’, bath ‘’Ouled Ali’’ and bath 

Distribution of forests in the wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire  
de la wilaya de Guelma, T. 2, 2012, P.41  
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HUMAN TOURIST INGREDIENTS IN THE 
WILAYA OF GUELMA 
 

The development of tourism depends on the role of man in the 
exploitation of natural resources and the development of use in 
a way that makes them fit for community service, there are 
many areas where natural tourism is available but not exploited 
due to human misuse or human and other potential weaknesses. 
 

Archeology and Urban Heritage 
 

Historically, the origin of the name "Guelma" is the name of the 
Roman Queen ‘’Malacca’’, who ruled this city during the 
Roman period, it is therefore clear that the wilaya of Guelma 
was an area for the succession of many civilizations, which left 
its mark in it through the effects spread across the area of the 
wilaya, which has become the most important human 
ingredients of tourism development in the wilaya of Guelma 
today. That can be summarized as follows: 
 

- The Roman Theater in Guelma: It is one of the largest and 
most beautiful theaters in the Mediterranean civilizations, 
represents the identity of the city and its roots in the depth of 
history, this theater was built at the end of the second century 
and the beginning of the third century CE, showing the 
intellectual development and cultural prosperity that the city 
reached in the Roman period. It has a capacity of 4.500 seats 
(Photo: 3) and has been designated as a national landmark since 
1900; it is supervised by the National Agency for Antiquities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 - ‘’Calama’’ Archaeological Park: The Roman Theater is 
adjacent to the center of the city of Guelma, a historical symbol 
of the Byzantine occupation and Roman civilization (Photo: 4). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- ‘’Osman’’ well: A groundwater that visitors enter from a 
small hole, about 80 meters long, can be walked by boat or 
swimming, and is located on the border of the municipality of 
‘’Houari Boumediene’’ (formerly Ain Hassania). 
 

- The Roman swimming pool with a bathhouse ‘’Bradea’’ in 
the municipality of Heliopolis: This pool is located at a distance 

of 07 km north of the city of Guelma, a circular swimming pool 

with a diameter of up to 55 m, which used to fill the hot mineral 
springs nearby, surrounded by carved stones and tiled bottom. 
 

 - The city of the dead in Ronia: This city is a cemetery with 
more than 3000 funerary monuments distributed over about 20 
km2 by the cliff. These funerary monuments attest to the 
presence of a primitive and weighty people in the ancient 
Numidia cities, which represent the cemetery for them the city 
of the afterlife after death, which reflects the development of 
civilization and urbanization. 
 

- The ancient city of Tepelice: It is located in the municipality 
of Selawa Anouna, a city of Numidi. It was a major Roman and 
Byzantine center. It was part of the Kingdom of Massinissa and 
then joined the African province in 46 BC. It was built in four 
colonies: Cirta, Milav, Choulou and Russicada (www.dt-
guelma.dz/ar/touris_ar.htm). 
 

 - ‘’El-Djamaa’’ Gorge: It is located in a cave ,which is situated 
on the northern side of mount  El-Taya in Bouhamdan 
municipality. It was discovered on 23 May 1867 by a French 
mission under the command of ‘’Jorge BOURKIATE’’, It has a 
length of 1200 m and a height of 200 m, with corridors, and 
contains many traces of writing and excavations and remains 
dating back to the third century AD, It also discovered bones 
dating back to 8000 and 500 BC, and since 1927 it has been 
classified as a natural site as reported in Official Gazette n° 07 
of 23/01/1968. 
 

Cultural equipment 
 

The wilaya of Guelma has many cultural features and facilities, 
which reflect the cultural life prevailing in the wilaya, perhaps 
the most important of which are : 
 

- ‘’El-Atiq’’ Mosque: Located in the center of the city of 
Guelma, an area of 1500 m2, and was started in 1824, the end of 
the Ottoman era and the beginning of the French colonial 
period, and was opened in 1852, an architectural masterpiece of 
an Ottoman Islamic style. 
 

- The corner of ‘’Sheikh Hafnaoui’’: Located in the 
municipality of Bani -Mazlin, in the east of the city of Guelma, 
it was founded in 1872 by Sheikh ‘’Amara Bediar’’.  (www.dt -
guelma.dz/en/releg_cult_en.htm). 
 

- The cultural center ‘’Abdul Madjid El Chafei’’: located in 
the city of Guelma, which extends over large areas and includes 
many halls dedicated to the practice of various cultural 
activities. 
 

- ‘’El-Intisar" cinema hall: The only hall in the city of Guelma 
with a capacity of 600 seats. 
-The museum, the only museum in the wilaya, is located with 
the Roman Theater in the center of the city of Guelma.  
 

Cultural activities 
The wilaya of Guelma is known for its many cultural activities, 
most notably: music, art and theater. Its presence has been 
recorded in several important events and festivals at the national 
level through its cultural associations such as: 

- Association of Modern Music. 

- ‘’Badr’’ teams and the Association of ‘’Balabel El 
Afrah’’ of El –Malouf music. 

- Some teams ‘’El Isawa’’ arts. 

- ‘’Houari Boumediene’’ association for Theater. 

- Association ‘’Bassamet’’ of Fine arts. 
The city of Guelma also hosts several festivals, including: 

Photo 3 Roman Theater in the city of Guelma 
 

Source: Author, 2016 

Photo 4 ‘’Calama’’ archaeological park in the city of Guelma 
Source: www.dt-guelma.dz/ar/releg_cult_ar.htm 
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- National Music Festival. 

-  Child Theater Festival. 

- Annual Festival of Fine Arts. 

- Regional Festival of ‘’Malouf’’ music. 
 

Traditional crafts and industries 
 

The wilaya of Guelma encourages craftsmen to create 
traditional industries because they have an important role to 
play in the development of tourism, on the one hand, through 
which the local community can be involved in this 
development, and the most important traditional crafts and 
crafts practice in the wilaya of Guelma:  the manufacture of the 
Islamic ‘’Hayek’’ or so-called ‘’Hanbal’’, Carpets, scarabs, 
traditional ornaments, traditional dresses and traditional patterns 
(www.dt-guelma.dz/en/touris_en.htm), statistics indicate that in 
2012, the number of craftsmen in the wilaya of Guelma reached 
3.202 craftsmen (the Agricultural and Occupational Room of 
the wilaya of Guelma, 2012). 
 

Hotels and accommodation structures 
 

Hotels are essential elements in the tourism industry, they are 
necessary to accommodate tourists, and represent the best 
profitable projects in tourism investment, and in many cases it is 
one of the attractions of tourism, there are hotels, including the 
activities and facilities enough for individuals to spend their 
vacation in, so that their other demands to get entertainment or 
buy various goods (Rubi, 1995: 99-100). 
 

In response to the tourist arrivals in the wilaya of Guelma, 
especially in the field of entertainment and the use of mineral 
water, some of the metal compounds, such as: ‘’Chelala’’ 
compound, ‘’El-Baraka’’ compound has been completed... 
which serve as housing structures, which have a special impact 
in stimulating tourism development in the wilaya. 
 

The ‘’Chelala’’ compound is located in the municipality of 
Hamam Debbagh in the mountains of ‘’Oulad Ali’’, 15 km west 
of the city of Guelma, on the axis of the national road n° 80, 
which was started in 1969 to be inaugurated in 1976. The 
‘’Chelala’’ compound is characterized by its modern building, 
consisting of 61 rooms in 9 apartments, 112 accessory, metal 
ward for treatment, modern clinics and health spa and treatment 
rooms with a rate of up to 160 treatment / day, making the boat 
attract more than 150.000 visitors / week, up to 30.000 visitors 
per day during the holiday season, visitors are also encouraged 
to have steam baths with equipment and the presence of 
specialized physicians. 
 

The "Ouled Ali" mineral compound contains physiotherapy 
centers such as hydro-massage - breathing, hand massage, 
functional conditioning (medical gymnastics, mechanical 
therapy), there is also a physical treatment such as electro-
therapy (infrared, ultraviolet and ultrasonic) i.e. vibration 
massage, equipped with necessary equipment for treatment. 
As well as the ‘’Bouchahrin’’ compound, which includes three 
to four-room apartments and a treatment center that provides 
physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, massage and fitness (Lahul, 
Hanachi, 2012: 11). 
 

These metal compounds are also supported by the presence of 
several hotels located in some municipalities of the wilaya to 
raise the capacity of accommodation (Table 2). 
 
 
 

Table 2 Distribution of Hotels and Metal Vehicles  
in the wilaya of Guelma 

N° name 
Number 

of 
rooms 

Number 
of beds 

Municipality 

01 ‘’Mermoura’’ hotel 71 144 Guelma 

02 ‘’Chelala’’ compound 170 625 
Hammam 
Debbagh 

03 ‘’El Houara’’ hotel 26 38 Nechmaya 

04 ‘’El Tadj’’ hotel 21 30 Guelma 

05 ‘’El Baraka’’ compound 90 200 Heliopolis 

06 ‘’Bouchahrin’’ compound 90 236 Heliopolis 

07 ‘’Ben Nadji’’ hotel 21 54 
Hammam 
Debbagh 

08 An institution for hotel (01) 17 27 Guelma 

09 An institution for hotel (02) 14 30 Guelma 

10 An institution for hotel (03) 15 25 Guelma 

11 ‘’El- Karama’’ hotel 12 16 Guelma 

Source: Directorate of Tourism and Traditional Industries of the wilaya of 
Guelma, 2015 

 

Road network 
 

The prosperity of tourism development is linked directly to the 
availability of roads and the diversity of means of transport and 
multiplicity of its role in the promotion of tourism and provides 
services to tourists; transport is one of the most important 
ingredients of tourism. Good and successful tourism depends on 
good and sufficient transport (Said, 2004: 22). 
 

In this context, the wilaya of Guelma has an important network 
of roads linking its various municipalities and even its 
neighboring wilayas, the importance of the roads is especially 
significant with the wide spread of the area of the wilaya of 
Guelma on one hand and the sovereignty of the mountain 
character on the other hand. The length of this network about 
2.180,40 km, the national roads (number 21, 16, 80, 20 and 102) 
occupy 299,20 km, wilaya’s main roads at 421,05 kilometers, 
municipal roads at 680,36 km, while the route has a length of 
779,43 km (Fig. 8), which is a positive component of tourism 
development in the wilaya (Abda, 2004: 57). 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Areas of tourism expansion 
 

There is a single zone of tourism expansion (ZET) located in the 
municipality of Hamam Debbagh in the Wilaya of Guelma, 
adjacent to ‘’Chelala’’ compound. It is expected that the area of 
tourism expansion will spread over an area of 36 hectares, of 
which 9,9 hectares were designated as initial intervention areas 
for the completion of a total of 50 hotels, 50 mineral baths, a 

Figure 8 Road network in the wilaya of Guelma 
 

Source: URBACO, Plan d’aménagement du territoire  
de la wilaya de Guelma, T. 2, 2012, P.139    
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recreation center, an exhibition hall, a medical clinic, an 
amusement park, a shopping center, a museum and commercial 
premises (URBACO, 2012: 119). 
 

Thus, the wilaya of Guelma has many tourist ingredients that 
combine natural, historical and infrastructure ingredients for 
tourist promotion, which leads us to know the size of tourism 
flows and frequencies and trends to realize the importance, as 
well as identify the places of imbalances and deficiencies that 
could result in problems that hinder the development of tourism 
in the wilaya. 
 

TOURISM MOVEMENT IN THE WILAYA OF 
GUELMA 
 

Development of the number of tourists coming to the wilaya of 
Guelma 
 

The wilaya of Guelma is known for its continuous growth in the 
number of tourists coming from one year to another. This is due 
to the growing importance of its mineral compounds 
(‘’Chelala’’ compound, ‘’Ouled Ali’’ compound and 
‘’Bouachahrin’’ compound), not only local and even foreign 
tourists flock to it. 
 

The statistics indicate that the wilaya of Guelma recorded in the 
year 2001 reached 73.973 tourists to its mineral vehicles, or 
77% of the total tourists coming to the wilaya of the same year, 
while in 2008, about 38.539 tourists visited these compounds. 
During the first triennium of 2012, 29.411 tourists arrived, 
including 22.453 tourists in metal compounds (Lahul, Hanachi, 
2012: 14). 
 

Therefore, the main destination for tourists in the wilaya of 
Guelma is to the metal compounds, especially the ‘’Chelala’’ 
compound, and the compounds of ‘’Ouled Ali’’ and 
Bouchahrin.  
 

The motives of the tourism movement in the wilaya of Guelma 
and seasonality 
 

The results of the questionnaires distributed to tourists in 
‘’Chelala’’ compound in the municipality of Hammam Debbagh 
to clarify the motives of the tourist traffic to the wilaya of 
Guelma is the importance of compounds and mineral baths by 
an estimated 42% and the elderly and expatriates from outside 
the wilaya of Guelma almost completely of any of the wilayas 
of the country almost, followed directly by the motives of 
spending the honeymoon by 22% and the group aged between 
25-45 years from the municipalities of the wilaya and some 
municipalities of the nearby and neighboring wilayas (Annaba, 
Skikda, Constantine, Oum El-Bouaghi ...), then drive to come to 
spend the weekend by 15%, Some of them were motivated to 
enjoy the natural scenery (09%) and the practice of forest 
tourism (07%), as well as the identification of monuments 
(05%) are the youth group from the municipalities of the wilaya 
of Guelma and the nearby wilayas. 
 

The majority of those arriving to ‘’Chelala’’ compound prefer 
the best season for their arrival. Spring is 80%, while others 
prefer autumn (10%) and winter (10%). 
 

PROBLEMS FACING TO TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE WILAYA OF GUELMA 
  

The results of the questionnaires distributed to tourists to know 
the motives of the tourism movement of the wilaya of Guelma, 
indicating the importance of tourism components available for 

tourism investment on the one hand, on the other hand, it 
revealed many of the problems experienced by tourism 
development in the wilaya of Guelma, which can be 
summarized as follows: 
 

 - Absence of a tourism development plan at the local level that 
takes into account the local ingredients and the wishes of the 
local community so that tourism will be an extension of local 
development in the wilaya. 
 - Not to invest the various tourism ingredients available in the 

wilaya properly, such as forests, monuments, mountains, valleys 
...etc  
 - Interest in medical tourism in the wilaya only and in specific 

areas. 
- Neglecting other tourist activities such as mountain tourism, 
rural tourism, leisure tourism, eco-tourism ... 
-The lack of museums in the wilaya of Guelma despite the 
heavy proliferation of monuments and historical areas that show 
the succession of different civilizations. 
- Lack of services in tourist areas, especially infrastructure 
services. 
 - There are no five and four stars’ hotels with a good level of 

tourism ,it is limited to only one three-star hotel : hotel 
‘’Marmoura’’ and the two-stars ‘’Chelala’’ compound, and the 
rest of the hotels unclassified, which led to the rise of prices and 
low number of night stays. 

 - The ineffectiveness of travel agencies and tourism in the 
wilaya and its focus on medical tourism only. 

 - A deterioration in some areas of the road network in the 
wilaya, and the absence of rail transport as well as air transport, 
which is available in neighboring wilayas (Annaba and 
Constantine) . 
 - A clear decline in tourism investment projects in the Wilaya of 

Guelma and limited to only one tourist expansion area in the 
municipality of Hammam Debbagh, while the wilaya is rich in 
areas that are prosperous in tourist ingredients especially in its 
eastern, northern and western regions, reflecting the lack of 
funds allocated for tourism development. 
- The emergence of tourist seasonality despite the multiplicity of 
tourism ingredients in the wilaya of Guelma. 

 - Absence of the participation of the local community in 
advancing the tourism development in the wilaya. 
 - Public sector monopoly in activating tourist activity.  

 

FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR TOURISM 
DEVELOPMENT IN WILAYA OF GUELMA AND 
ITS CHALLENGES 
  

In the light of the previous problems that would impede the 
tourism development in the wilaya of Guelma, it is necessary to 
make some recommendations that take into account the various 
actors in the field of tourism who have a significant role in the 
investment of tourism ingredients rationally within the 
framework of coordinated and integrated development of the 
tourism sector, during : 
 

- Setting up a tourism development plan that takes into account 
all the tourism ingredients available in the wilaya on the one 
hand, and the directions set by the wilaya on the other hand, and 
defines the role of the local community as one of the actors in 
achieving integrated and comprehensive tourism development 
within the north-eastern pole of excellence. 
-Encouraging tourism investment, particularly in hot mineral 
springs, and expanding medical tourism to ensure many and 
multiple jobs for the local community. 
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- Reassuring the historical and archeological sites and working 
on preparing them for tourists by exploring them, opening the 
roads to them, lighting them and drawing the necessary plans to 
introduce the history of the wilaya and its culture and encourage 
cultural tourism. 
- Taking care of the forests that are widely distributed in the 
wilaya of Guelma and the construction of control towers, 
protecting them from overgrazing and fire, providing them with 
various tourism services to promote ecotourism on the one hand 
and linking forest tourism with medical tourism on the other 
hand due to the presence of hot mineral sources between the 
mountains and within the forests. 
- Work on diversifying the means of transportation in the wilaya 
of Guelma, such as re-extending the railway network linking it 
with the neighboring wilayas to increase the influx of tourists 
and facilitate their movement, with the need to establish 
cableway –line especially in the touristic areas to be developed 
where the mountain and forests and hot mineral sources, as well 
as laying lines for tramway in the city of Guelma as required by 
tourism development. 
- The need to complete a group of five-star and four-star hotels 
to diversify tourist services according to the income of incoming 
tourists. 
- Encourage traditional industries and strengthen them to 
introduce the heritage, customs and traditions of the region and 
marketing. 
- Accelerate the completion of the tourist expansion area (ZET) 
in the municipality of Hammam Debbagh, and work on the 
establishment of other areas for the expansion of tourism, 
especially in the north-east and south.  
- Conducting awareness campaigns among the local population 
on the importance of tourism in economic and social 
development, and the extent to which tourism revenues 
contribute to the local income of the wilaya and the population 
at the same time, thus improving their incomes and their 
standard of living.  
- Opening the tourism investment area of properties and 
strengthening it to ensure the effectiveness of this sector 
economically and socially.   
- To pay more attention to tourism agencies and encourage them 
to increase the number of incoming tourists and extend their 
stay in the wilaya. 
 

Tourism development in the Wilaya of Guelma can only be 
achieved through the concerted efforts of the various 
stakeholders and actors concerned with the tourism sector 
within an integrated system led by the Directorate of Tourism 
and Traditional Industries (DTTI) in the Wilaya of Guelma as 
the governmental body, Where you define roles and 
responsibilities with all actors: socialists, economists, and 
urbanists ... and all those who have a relationship with the 
tourism sector, especially: 

- Travel & Tourism Agencies. 

- Tourist associations (Association of Preservation of 
Antiquities, Environment Society, Artisans 
Association ...). 

- The local community with different sectors. 
 

With the aim of rational and balanced investment of various 
tourism components, and involve the local community to 
diversify tourism activities (forestry, cultural, environmental 
...etc) and promote them for the multiple sources of income in 
the wilaya and development, which we tried to explain in the 

proposed model (Fig. 9) to achieve tourism development in the 
wilaya of Guelma. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

The wilaya of Guelma has many different tourist ingredients, 
which can make them a distinctive tourist pole, is working to 
achieve tourism development desired by the central authorities, 
through the rational exploitation of the natural and human 
resources available in the wilaya and work to develop them in 
line with the needs of the community. 
 

However, tourism development in the wilaya of Guelma still 
suffers from many problems, especially with regard to the 
weakness of tourism investment in many areas of the wilaya 
such as forests, mountains, valleys ... and only interest in 
therapeutic tourism in specific areas where mineral water is 
available, the numerous archaeological areas scattered 
throughout the whole area of the wilaya of Guelma are not 
exploited, in addition to the great shortage of tourism services 
such as infrastructure services and hotels. 
 

Which led to the need to envisage some of the recommendations 
that would drive the development of tourism in the wilaya of 
Guelma, which highlights the preparation of a plan for the 
development of tourism comprehensive and integrated, taking 
into account all the tourist ingredients, and involves the 
involvement of all actors, including the local community, within 
the directives of the State to promote tourism development. 
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