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Abstract
In India, there are two basic streams of School Education, namely Government schools and Private schools.
Generally the medium of instructions in Govt. schools, it is generally Hindi and in private schools it is usually
English. The students of Govt. schools are found to be good at spoken Hindi, whereas spoken English is good
among the students studying in Private schools. However, both categories of students lack competence in
both the languages. In their effort to learn English as a Primary language, the students are not learning
either of the language properly. This may be consequence of the fact that though they are taught English in
schools, they do not get appropriate environment to practice it at their homes and social set up to acquire
fluency and proficiency in it. In this research 200 secondary school students were randomly selected
studying in 10th class and 100 from Government secondary schools students and 100 from Private
secondary schools students of Sirsa district of Haryana. The sample was further classified on the basis of sex
and area. For the purpose of collecting data the “English Language Proficiency Test – by K.S. Misra and Dr.
Ruchi Dubey” was used. In this research Mean, S.D., t-ratio  techniques were used to interpret the result.
In the result mean value of English language proficiency of Private Secondary School teachers is more than
English language proficiency of Government Secondary School teachers. The mean value of English
language proficiency of Private Secondary School Female teachers is more than Private Secondary School
Male teachers and the mean value of English language proficiency of Government Secondary School
Female teachers is more than Government Secondary School Male teachers. Therefore it is concluded that
the English language proficiency of Government Secondary School Female teachers is more than
Government Secondary School Male teachers English language proficiency.
The mean value of English language proficiency of Private Secondary School Urban teachers is more than
Private Secondary School Rural teachers. Therefore it is concluded that the English language proficiency of
Private Secondary School Urban teachers is more than Private Secondary School Rural teachers English
language proficiency. The mean value of English language proficiency of Government Secondary School
Urban teachers is more than Government Secondary School Rural teachers. Therefore it is concluded that
the English language proficiency of Government Secondary School Urban teachers is more than Government
Secondary School Rural teachers English language proficiency.
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INTRODUCTION

Every educational system has certain objectives which
aim at bringing about desirable change in students.
In order to bring the change the education system
arranges learning experience. Our educational
system emphasis is given on students’ scholastic
achievement which determines the academic success
and the success of the learning is judged mainly in
terms of quantitative marks obtained by the students
in the year end examination or as well as in semester
examination. In our secondary school education

various subjects such as Languages (Hindi and
English), Mathematics, Science, Social Science, etc. are
taught and learnt as compulsory subjects. English,
being a foreign language is taught and learnt as a
subject in schools right from the primary level in
Haryana. However, students very often complaint that
since Hindi is the medium of instruction they struggle
to learn and get high scores in English compared with
other subjects. They have not proficient in English
language. Yet it is compulsory in today life to be
proficient in English language.
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Role Of English Language In India

English in India is a legacy from the British who
colonized the country and their language permitted
through some of the most important parts of the
society, the government, the education system, the
media, the legal system, and gradual the social
sphere as well. There are large numbers of people in
India who learn and use English for a wide variety of
purposes. Its importance is on the increase in every
field of life. English, though a foreign language is the
only language, which is understood, learnt, taught
and used by people in all parts of India. On the
other hand, English in India is learnt and used as a
second language. We call it a second language not
a foreign language because it has become the
medium of instruction in higher education and also in
schools. We learn not only English but we also learn
many subjects through English.

English Language Learning – A Global Need

Teaching English in schools in India should aim at
international intelligibility, which can be realized by
getting rid of regional peculiarities of pronunciation,
accent and syntax and by a sincere striving for
grammatical correctness. English is as much part of
the Indian linguistic scene as any other Indian
language. English as a second language enjoys great
prestige and fulfills an essential role in educational
and economic life of the nation. It is called a second
language because it has become a vital component
part of our national and socio-culture reality. It has
also become part and parcel of the intellectual as
well as emotional make-up of the educated people.
Today, the compulsions of learning English are no
longer merely political but scientific and
technological. It is the language required by the
world for greater understanding.

Justification of The Study

Students need English language for their studies and
also for communication in real life situation.  At the
secondary level there is a need of proficiency in
English language. Sharma Shashi and Chawla Neetu
(2015) Their study is conducted on the topic “A
Comparative Study Of English Communication Skill
Of Students Studying In Government And Private
Schools” This study is about the English language
need in the different fields of life. English has
become the de facto global standard language. The
proficiency of English language is needed in the
school’s students of India.Vency Jeraltin H. And
Ramaganesh E. (2013) “Is language proficiency
taken care at higher education level? need for self
efficiency of post graduate students” it is a journal

published in Journal of Language, Teaching and
Research, Vol.4, No. 6, pp 1176-1183, November
2013. This journal is about the English language
proficiency at higher level. In the technological era
English language proficiency is needed in the students
at higher level. The study is conducted on college
students. Chalmeh & et al (2012): They provided
practical sample of mastery teaching method on
learning in first grade of  primary school. Teachers in
using this method should  done  stage assessments
and final to realize the extent of students' skills and
mastery  regularly. So it can say that underlying
mastery learning facilitation is practice step by step,
examples about new concepts and skills of
explanatory speech.

In India, there are two categories of schools at
secondary level: Govt. and private schools. In both
categories proficiency in English language is needed.
But there is a difference in Govt. and private schools
students.  Private schools students are more proficient
than the Govt. schools students. To check the level of
students, English language proficiency test is needed.
The investigator selected this topic “a comparative
study of english language proficiency of students
studying in 10th class in government and private
secondary schools of sirsa district” . This topic
remained untouched in the Sirsa District so
investigator decide to do work on it.

Statement of The Problem

The problem which has been worked out in this
research paper is  stated as:-

“A Comparative Study Of English Language Proficiency
Of Students Studying In 10th Class In Government and
Private Secondary Schools  Of  Sirsa District.”

Operational Definitions To Be Used In This Research

A fully English proficient student is able to use English
to ask questions, to understand teachers and reading
materials, to test ideas and to challenge what is
being asked in the classroom. Four language skills
contribute to proficiency as follows:

Reading The ability to comprehend and interpret text
at the age and grade-appropriate level.
Listening The ability to understand the language of
the teacher and instruction, comprehend and exact
information and follow the instructional discourse
through which teacher provide information.
Writing The ability to produce written text with
content and format fulfilling classroom assignments at
the age and grade -appropriate level.
Speaking The ability to use oral language
appropriate and effectively in learning activities
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within the classroom and in social interaction within
the school.

Government Secondary School Students

These students are those who study from 6th to 10th

class in Government schools.

Private Secondary School Students

These students are those who studied from 6th to 10th

class in Private schools.

Objectives

 To study and compare the English language
proficiency between Govt. and Private
secondary school students.

 To study and compare the English language
proficiency between male and female of Govt.
secondary school students.

 To study and compare the English language
proficiency between male and female of
Private secondary School students.

 To study and compare the English language
proficiency between rural and urban
Government secondary school students.

 To study and compare the English language
proficiency between rural and urban Private
secondary school students.

Hypotheses

 There is no significant difference of English
language proficiency between Government
and Private secondary school students

 There is no significant difference of English
language proficiency between Males and
Females students of Government secondary
school students.

 There is no significant difference of English
language proficiency between Males and
Females students of Private secondary school
students.

 There is no significant difference of English
language proficiency between Rural and
Urban Government secondary school students.

 There is no significant difference of English
language proficiency between Rural and
Urban Private secondary school students.

Sample

In this research 200 secondary school students were
randomly selected studying in 10th class and 100
from Government secondary schools students and
100 from Private secondary schools students of Sirsa
district of Haryana. The sample was further classified
on the basis of sex and area.

Sample Design

Government and Private Secondary School Students
Total 200 Secondary School Students

Tools for Research

For the purpose of collecting data the investigator
used the following tools. In this research, “English
Language Proficiency Test – by K.S. Misra and Dr.
Ruchi Dubey” was used.

Statistical Techniques Used

In this research Mean, S.D., t-ratio  techniques were
used to interpret the result.

Delimitations of The Study

Present study  have a number of specifications but
due to the shortage of time and resources the
investigator  have to delimit the present study
considering the objective and hypotheses taken in the
study. It was delimited as under:-

 The present study was delimited to Sirsa District
only.

 The sample size of 200 secondary school
students studying in 10th class of HBSE, Sirsa
was delimited.

 The study was delimited in objectives,
hypotheses and statically techniques used in this
research.

 The study was delimited to secondary school
students of 10th class only.

Analysis & Interpretation of Data

It is difficult task to search truth from raw data unless
treated significantly with the help of statistical
analysis. To find out the English language proficiency
of students studying in 10th class in government and
private secondary schools of Sirsa district. t-ratio has
been found out. The observed values were compared
with critical values at 0.05 and 0.01levels to know
whether the results are significant and non significant .

Figure 1
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Hypothesis No.I: There is no significant difference of
English Language Proficiency between Government
and Private Sec. School Students.

Interpretation

In table No. 1.1, the mean, S.D. of English Language
Proficiency of Private and Government secondary
schools students is 36.12, 32.08 and 4.12, 3.68
respectively. The calculated 't' value is 7.33, which is
more than standard table value at both levels of
significance at df = 198, therefore, hypothesis No. 1
is rejected. The mean value of English language
proficiency of Private Secondary School teachers is
more than English language proficiency of
Government Secondary School teachers. Therefore it
is confirmed that the English language proficiency of
Private Secondary School teachers is more than
English language proficiency of Government
Secondary School teachers.

Hypothesis No.II: There is no significant difference of
English Language Proficiency between Private Male and
Female Sec. School Students.

Interpretation

In table No. 1.2, the mean, S.D. of English Language
Proficiency of Private female and Male secondary
schools students is 38.34, 34.12 and 4.61, 3.72
respectively. The calculated 't' value is 5.04, which is
more than standard table value at both levels of
significance at df = 98, therefore, hypothesis No. I1
is rejected. The mean value of English language
proficiency of Private Secondary School Female
teachers is more than Private Secondary School Male
teachers. Therefore it is confirmed that the English
language proficiency of Private Secondary School
Female teachers is more than Private Secondary
School Male teachers English language proficiency.

Hypothesis No.III: There is no significant difference of
English Language Proficiency between Government
Male and Female Sec. School Students.

Interpretation

In table No. 1.3, the mean, S.D. of English Language
Proficiency of Government Female and Male
secondary schools students is 33.72, 30.88 and 3.72,
3.23 respectively. The calculated 't' value is 4.08,
which is more than standard table value at both
levels of significance at df = 98, therefore,
hypothesis No. I1I is rejected. The mean value of
English language proficiency of Government
Secondary School Female teachers is more than
Government Secondary School Male teachers.
Therefore it is confirmed that the English language

Table No. 1.1 Mean, S.D. & 't' value of English
Language Proficiency between Government and Private

secondary school students.

Teachers N M S.D. df 't'
Value

Level of
Significance

English Language Proficiency
of Private Sec. School

students
100 36.12 4.12

198 7.33
Significant at
both levels

i.e. .05 & .01English Language Proficiency
of Government Secondary

Schools students
100 32.08 3.68

df = 198, .05= 1.96, .01 = 2.59

Figure1.1
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Table No. 1.2 Mean, S.D. & 't' value of English
Language Proficiency between Private Male and Female

secondary school students

Teachers N M S.D. DF 't'
Value

Level of
Significance

English Language
Proficiency of Private
Female Sec. School

students

50 38.34 4.61

98 5.04
Significant at
both levels i.e.

.05 & .01English Language
Proficiency of Private

Male Sec. School students
50 34.12 3.72

df =  98, .05= 1.98, .01 = 2.53

Figure 1.2
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Table No. 1.3 Mean, S.D. & 't' value of English
Language Proficiency between Government Male and

Female secondary school students.

Teachers N M S.D. DF 't'
Value

Level of
Significance

English Language
Proficiency of Government

Female Sec. School
students

50 33.72 3.72

98 4.08
Significant at
both levels i.e.

.05 & .01English Language
Proficiency of Government
Male Sec. School students

50 30.88 3.23

df = 98, .05= 1.98, .01 = 2.63
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proficiency of Government Secondary School Female
teachers is more than Government Secondary School
Male teachers English language proficiency.

Hypothesis No. IV: There is no significant difference of
English Language Proficiency between Private Urban
and Rural Sec. School Students.

Interpretation

In table No. 1.4, the mean, S.D. of English Language
Proficiency of Private Urban and Rural secondary
schools students is 37.68, 35.12 and 4.23, 3.89
respectively. The calculated 't' value is 3.17, which is
more than standard table value at both levels of
significance at df = 98, therefore, hypothesis No. IV
is rejected. The mean value of English language
proficiency of Private Secondary School Urban
teachers is more than Private Secondary School Rural
teachers.

Therefore it is confirmed that the English language
proficiency of Private Secondary School Urban
teachers is more than Private Secondary School Rural
teachers English language proficiency.

Hypothesis No. V: There is no significant difference of
English Language Proficiency between Government
Urban and Rural Sec. School Students

Interpretation

In table No. 1.5, the mean, S.D. of English Language
Proficiency of Government Urban and Rural
secondary schools students is 33.72, 30.98 and 3.72,
3.12 respectively. The calculated 't' value is 3.09,
which is more than standard table value at both
levels of significance at df = 98, therefore,
hypothesis No. V is rejected. The mean value of
English language proficiency of Government
Secondary School Urban teachers is more than
Government Secondary School Rural teachers.
Therefore it is confirmed that the English language
proficiency of Government Secondary School Urban
teachers is more than Government Secondary School
Rural teachers English language proficiency.

Findings

In Hypothesis No. 1

There exists significant difference of English
Language proficiency between Private and
Government Secondary School students because the
calculated value of 't' is more than standard table
value at both levels of significance, therefore
hypothesis No. I is rejected. Further the mean value of

Figure 1.3
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Table No 1.4 Mean, S.D. & 't' value of English Language
Proficiency between Private Urban and Rural secondary

school students.

Teachers N M S.D. DF 't' Value Level of
Significance

English Language
Proficiency of Private

Urban Sec. School students
50 37.68 4.23

98 3.17
Significant at
both levels i.e.

.05 & .01English Language
Proficiency of Private

Rural Sec. School students
50 35.12 3.89

df = 98, .05= 1.98, .01 = 2.63

Figure  1.4
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Table No 1.5 Mean, S.D. & 't' value of English Language
Proficiency between Government Urban and Rural

secondary school students

Teachers N M S.D. DF 't' Value Level of
Significance

English Language
Proficiency of Government
Urban Sec. School students

50 33.72 3.72

98 3.99
Significant at
both levels

i.e. .05 & .01English Language
Proficiency of Government
Rural Sec. School students

50 30.98 3.12

df = 198, .05= 1.98, .01 = 2.63

Figure 1.5
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English language proficiency of private secondary
school students is more than government secondary
school students. Therefore, it is concluded that the
English proficiency of private secondary school
students is more than government secondary school
students.

In Hypothesis No. 2

There exists significant difference of English
Language proficiency between Private Male and
Female Secondary School students because the
calculated value of 't' is more than standard table
value at both levels of significance, therefore
hypothesis No. II is rejected. Further the mean value
of English language proficiency of Female of private
secondary school students is more than Male of
Private secondary school students. Therefore, it is
concluded that the English proficiency of Female
private secondary school students is more than Male
private secondary school students.

In Hypothesis No. 3

There exists significant difference of English
Language proficiency between Government Male
and Female Secondary School students because the
calculated value of 't' is more than standard table
value at both levels of significance, therefore
hypothesis No. III is rejected. Further the mean value
of English language proficiency of Female of
Government secondary school students is more than
Male of Government secondary school students.
Therefore, it is concluded that the English proficiency
of Female Government secondary school students is
more than Male Government secondary school
students.

In Hypothesis No. 4

There exists significant difference of English
Language proficiency between Private Rural and
Urban Secondary School students because the
calculated value of 't' is more than standard table
value at both levels of significance, therefore
hypothesis No. IV is rejected. Further the mean value
of English language proficiency of Urban of private
secondary school students is more than Rural of
Private secondary school students. Therefore, it is
concluded that the English proficiency of Urban
private secondary school students is more than Rural
private secondary school students.

In Hypothesis No. 5

There exists significant difference of English
Language proficiency between Government Rural
and Urban Secondary School students because the
calculated value of 't' is more than standard table

value at both levels of significance, therefore
hypothesis No. V is rejected. Further the mean value
of English language proficiency of Urban of
Government secondary school students is more than
Rural of Government secondary school students.
Therefore, it is concluded that the English proficiency
of Urban Government secondary school students is
more than Rural Government secondary school
students.

Educational Implications

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Private Secondary school was
found better than Govt. School students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Government and Private female
Secondary school was found better than Govt.
School students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Female Government secondary
school students is more than Male Government
secondary school students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Urban private secondary school
students is more than Rural private secondary
school students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Urban Government secondary
school students is more than Rural Government
secondary school students.

 Researcher realize that male students should be
provide English language proficiency or English
spoken course so that they improve their English
proficiency in grammar and spoken skills.

 After completion this study researcher
suggested that there should be some extra
classes of English teaching in Rural areas
Secondary school so that the students of these
school may increase their English skill.

Educational Implications

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Private Secondary school was
found better than Govt. School students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Government and Private female
Secondary school was found better than Male
Govt. and Pvt. School students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Urban private secondary school
students is more than Rural private secondary
school students.

 In this study it was found that English
proficiency of Urban Government secondary
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school students is more than Rural Government
secondary school students.

 Researcher realize that male students should
be provided training English language
proficiency or English spoken course so that
they improve their English proficiency in
grammar and spoken skills.

 After completion this study researcher
suggested that there should be some extra
classes of English teaching in Rural areas
Secondary school so that the students of these
school may increase their English Proficiency.
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